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Inside this issue 

The Third Annual PSMC Autumn Rallye is set to go for Sep-
tember 22, 2012. This exciting event is one that we open to any 
and all drivers of all cars. Check-in time is 9:30 a.m. from 
Coop’s Miata in Maple Valley.  

The drive is being designed 
by Bill Cooper, a lifetime 
member of the PSMC, and 
Karen Perry, a former PSMC 
President. Roads will take all 
drivers into the Pierce 
County area with beautiful 
views of Mt. Rainier and 
some lakefront views too. 
This year’s “M&M” theme will 
include Miatas pairing with 
MG’s who come to the event 
from the MG Car Club, or 
Fiats from the Fiat Car Club. 
Everyone will take home a 
free gift and four prizes will await winners at the finish line. 

Not only will the tour head south this year, the additional twist 
will be a hound-n-hare run. The idea is to get to the end of the 
run with the mileage closest to that of the tour leaders. Prizes 
will be announced at the end of the run where we’ll all recon-
vene for a burger lunch at a local restaurant. Following the run, 
you can return home via area highways. The drive should, by 
this time of the year, also feature lots of vibrant fall color and 
some great curves.  

As in the past, we will collect canned goods for the Maple Val-
ley Food Bank. You can leave these at the starting point of the 
drive.  

Cost for the drive is $15 per car in advance and $20 on day-of 
event. You can fill out the registration form and mail in your 
check in advance. Also, plan to go to our website and RSVP 
there so we can plan accordingly at 
www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org. 

Directions to Coop’s Miata: From I-405, exit onto the Maple 
Valley Highway (Hwy 169) and when you get to SE 231st, the 
main intersection heading into Maple Valley, turn right. Go 
through three traffic lights and then head up the hill, where you 
can watch for Coop’s Miata on the left side of the road.  

2012 PSMC Autumn Rallye: Join in the fun 

and help your club thrive! 

When: Saturday, September 22nd, Check in 

starts at 9:30 a.m. @ Coops Miata 

Hosted by: PSMC BOD 

Contact: Charlotte Fellers 

Road Tour to  50th annual "Come And Play On 

Labor Day" Parade 

When: Sunday September 2nd 

Hosts:  Dee Dahlke & Duncan Johnson 

Home phone 253-845-2424 or e-
mail ToadHallWa@yahoo.com  

Meet for breakfast at 8:00 AM at:  
Norma's Burgers @ I-5, 10322 
Martin Way East, Nisqually, WA 
98516. Take exit 114 off I-5 ei-
ther direction, and Norma’s will 
be on your right just after the 
traffic light at end of ramp.  Gas 
is available at this location. 

Leave on the road tour to South Bend promptly at 9:15 AM for 
a cruise of about 75 miles.   If you wish to join us enroute, there 
will be a midway pit stop at about 10:00 AM at Monte Square 
Chevron on SR 107 just off the US 12 interchange in Monte-
sano.  We'll arrive in South Bend around noon; the parade 
starts 1:00 PM.  If you and your sports car will be at the ocean 
beaches for the weekend, feel free to meet the rest of your club 
in the parade staging area.   This is the golden anniversary (50 
years) of the South Bend festival, so expect a lot of fun activi-
ties. 

Bring your Miata’s parade decor plus your own ear protection in 
case we get staged in front of a fire department and their si-
rens. 

 After the parade we’ll go for lunch at a local establishment. 

 Hosts' cell phone is 253-327-4368 if you need to contact us at 
breakfast or the parade.  That's for day of event only; it’s not 
turned on at home. 

Please RSVP on the club web calendar so we can tell the 
South Bend parade folks how many cars to expect. 

http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org
mailto:ToadHallWa@yahoo.com
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The SOUNDER is published 9 times 

a year (as close to the first of the  

month as possible). Nov/Dec, Jan/

Feb, & Mar/Apr are combined. The 

deadline for submissions is the 15th 

of the month. All articles and ads are 

due by then, so as to be included in 

the following month’s publication.  

Event Masters are encouraged to 

get their event info to the editor as 

soon as possible to ensure all mem-

bers can plan for the event. 

Send your submissions to: 

Miata Sounder 

tom.mackey@gmail.com 

sounder@pugetsoundmiataclub.org 

Classified/members                free 

Classfied/nonmembers $20  

Classfied/business                 $20 

Business card           $20/mo 

  or $180 per year paid in advance 

Quarter Page  $35 

1/2 Page   $65 

The Chapter assumes no liability 

for any information contained 

herein; or injury or damage result-

ing from the use of this informa-

tion. The ideas, opinions, mainte-

nance or modification tips ex-

pressed are to be used at the 

reader’s discretion. Individual con-

tributors and/or the editors express 

no approval, authentication or 

endorsement. 

Legal Stuff 

Miata, Mahogany & Merlot Tour  

Where: Monroe (10:30 a.m. start) to Chelan, Washington 

When: October 5, 6, 7   Hosts: Jaeger/Ohlsen 

Wine lovers! Gearheads! Nastalgics! Do 
you like vintage wooden boats, vintage 
unlimited hydroplanes, and Chelan area 
wines? How about staying at a premium 
Chelan waterfront resort for a bargain 
price of $110-$138 per night? This is the 
PSMC event for you. 

Join us for a fun three-day weekend tour 
as we venture off to Lake Chelan for the 
Mahogany & Merlot festival held in Che-
lan. We will be staying at Campbell’s Wa-
terfront Resort, walking distance to the 
festival. 

The festival features wine of coarse, but 
also many vintage wooden pleasure craft 
on display, some offering rides. The big 
attraction though are the hydroplanes 
from the Unlimited Hydroplane Museum. 
Remember Miss Bardahl, Thriftway, Oh 
Boy! O’Berto, Hawaii Kai? Experience the 
roar of these piston-engine boats as they 
run around the lake coarse. We are also 
planning a wine tour of the many wineries 
in the area.  

UPDATE: Friday meeting time is 10 
a.m. at the Chevron station, east end of 
Monroe on Hwy 2. We will depart at 
10:30. Please bring your own lunch 
that we will be enjoying at Tunnel Hill 
Winery, our first stop in Chelan. A 
country store is located next door for 

your needs of fresh fruit and cheese, 

etc. 

If you enjoy wood-fired BBQ featuring 
baby-back ribs, wild salmon, grilled 
prawns or smoked chicken, we have 
scored a 5:00 p.m. reservation for Sat-
urday at "BBQ in the Vineyard" at Lake 
Chelan Winery. The owner has even 
offered to let us park/display our 

Miatas on the grass while we are there. 

Sunday, we make our way back west, but 
if you have not enough fun, we will be 
stopping in Leavenworth taking in a little 
Octoberfest with a brat & beer. As a bo-
nus, there is a possibility our club will be 
part of the festival where we can display 
our Miatas as a club. 

Sound like fun? RSVP for the event then 
call Campbell’s Resort 800-553-8225 or 
509-682-2177 to reserve your room for 
Oct. 5

th
 and 6

th
. Mention “Mahogany & 

Merlot” (group number 230749) to get the 
discount. Don’t wait. Campbell’s has sev-
eral rooms blocked for this event, but is 
offered to all festival participants (not just 
us) so it will fill up soon. Questions, please 
contact Paul Jaeger or Allan Ohlsen. 
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Upcoming Events — Something for Everyone! 

(The year at a glance — check website or future Sounders for updates) 

 
 September 

2 South Bend Parade and Run 

8 Kite Festival (?)  Hmmm… I’ve heard nothing. 

22 Autumn Rallye @ Coops by PSMC BOD 

29 Leavenworth Parade 

 October 

5-7 Mahogany, Merlot, and Miatas 

5-8 Backroads to Bavaria  (Club Miata  NW) 

27 Halloween Party (Tom and Marilyn) 

31 Safe Trick-or-treat in Bremerton 

 November 

3 PSMC Board Meeting @ Mitzels in Fife 

10 Turkey Teaser Run 

17 Food Collection and Publicity Run 

 December 

1 Puyallup Christmas Lights 

 

Registration Form for the PSMC Autumn Rallye 

September 22, 2012. 

Rallye starts at Coop’s Miata in Maple Valley. Packet pickup starts at 9:30 a.m. You can leave when you like. 

Open to all makes/models of cars! 

 

Name of Driver: ______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________ 

Valid Telephone: _____________________________________________ 

 

Mail form with your registration to: Charlotte Fellers, 1800 4th St NE, Auburn, WA 98002. 

What: Halloween Party hosted by Tom Mackey & Marilyn Huckleberry 

When: Saturday October 27th, evening, time TBD 

Where: Our new home just South of the city of Snohomish 

We’ve spent most of the last month preparing for our big move (see the editor’s message for the complete story) and are 

doing everything we can to host a happy haunting Halloween party at our new home.  Watch the web site and the Octo-

ber issue of the Sounder for more information.  We can’t really finalize plans until we get moved in on September 19th 

and have a few weeks to get settled in and the important items unpacked.  Luckily, perhaps due to a premonition of 

some kind, all the Fall and Halloween ghosts and goblins are consolidated in a well known location. They can’t wait to 

get out of their storage bins and we can’t wait to see all of you at the party. —Tom and Marilyn— 

http://www.clubmiata.com
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Past Events 

Spot that Thing 2.0 Another Success! 

By Charlotte Fellers 

Around ten cars showed up to do 
the Pierce County version of “Spot 
That Thing 2.0” last month, with 
Mike Henry taking home the grand 
prize for finding every single “thing” 
on the run. 

The entourage left the parking lot 
at Sumner’s favorite furniture store, 
The Old Cannery, and headed out 
of town via Sumner-Tapps High-
way and on to McCutcheon Road, 
which goes past a large gravel pit 
as the main feature. Some nice 
curves are also a feature of this stretch 
of road in case you’re ever in the 
neighborhood. We wound up on a de-
tour through Orting, where there was a 
summer festival that blocked some of 

the streets—one of the “things” we did-
n’t count on when we planned the 
drive. But we had to go through Orting 
to spot one of the “things” on the fea-
tured list, so a half-mile detour and we 
were on our way again onto Oroville 

Road.  

Once we got on Orting/Kawpowsin 
Hwy. we got to see some beautiful 
scenery along the lakefront and 
then headed back toward Puyallup. 
The trip also went past “Holstein 
Rock,” another thing on the run 
(see photo) and then near the end 
of the run, we drove past the land-
ing strips at JBLM. Lunch ended 
the day at Schooner’s Pub in Lake-
wood near the mall.  

Mike didn’t have to share the top prize 
with anyone—no one else got all eight 
“things” spotted. He won a clay detail-
ing kit from Meguiar’s. A sunny day 
made for a perfect drive all the way 
around. 

Holstein Rock 

Whidbey Island Tour 3 

By Frank Shriver and Carol Kus,  

On Saturday, September 25
th
, 23 cars 

with 42 intrepid travelers explored the 
wilds of Whidbey Island.  If the hosts 
Carol Kus & Frank Shriver could have 
ordered the weather, it could not have 
been more perfect.  Sunny skies and 
temperatures in the mid 70’s meant 
tops down and wind in your hair.  
Mount Baker kept popping up in its 
entire snowy splendor.  Green forests, 

blue waters, and pastures with grazing 
sheep, cows, horses, goats and even 
llamas were in constant view on the 
roads taken.    As the fastest anyone 
can go on Whidbey is 55 MPH and that 
is only on Highways 20 and 525; the 
drive was probably a little more sedate 
for some but had enough rolling hills 
and turns to keep the Miata driver 
happy.  Aside from a small glitch with 

communication devices in the lead car 
the ride went without a hitch.  The ride 
ended at the Kus-Shriver home where 
everyone enjoyed good conversation 
while consuming hamburgers and 
fixes.  Cooks Frank Shriver and A.J. 
McGanagran did a super job, while 
everyone continued to enjoy the 
weather on the deck with the super 
view.   

Editor’s note: Rex Seigmeth sent us 
a lot of great photos from the Whid-
bey Island Tour.  I extracted the fol-
lowing from some notes he sent 
with the photos. Thanks, Rex!!! 

Gotta say that Saturday's tour of Whid-
bey Island with the Puget Sound Miata 
Club was absolutely great! 

As hosts for the event, Frank and 
Carol did a terrific job of putting to-
gether a very thorough route around 
Whidbey Island...  

One that had all the scenery and 

"twisties" that any true sports car lover 
could ask for.   

Not only that... they were able to "twist" 
our arms as well...  

Into indulging in some great BBQ’d 
Burgers at their home there on Whid-
bey Island. 

With the intent of sharing some of the 
goodness of Saturday's PSMC Whid-
bey Island Tour... 

I'd like to share some of the great pic-
tures that I caught. 

The first group includes some pictures 
that I caught near Clinton, Washington. 

I had gotten so excited about not want-
ing to miss the 9:30am ferry so that I 
would make the 10am meeting time in 
Clinton... 

That I took an earlier ferry and had 
some extra time to catch a few extra 
pictures of the charm of Whidbey Is-
land. 

Hope you enjoy... 
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Past Events (Continued) 

All photos this page by Rex Siegmeth 
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President’s Message September 2012 

By Charlotte Fellers 

It turns out that this is probably the shortest summer 
I’ll ever experience. Just a week after I finished teach-
ing my summer quarter classes, I fell down two stairs 
at a local restaurant and sprained my left ankle and 
fractured the fibula on my right leg. 
The good news is that my nieces 
were available for the first week of 
my miserable experience to help 
with care giving, followed by my 
mom. So, fortunately, I am being 
well-cared-for, albeit on crutches 
and with a cast. Don’t plan on see-
ing me out and about in my new 
Miata anytime soon. I was really 
looking forward to the Whidbey Is-
land Run the day after I hurt myself 
and talked to hostess Carol Kus the 
next day. She said 24 cars went on the drive with 
more than 40 joining them for burgers at the end of 
the road. She and Frank have offered to run the drive 
again next year so I can (hopefully) go. 

We do have some other drives coming up in Septem-
ber that you might enjoy. First up is the Labor Day 
Run to Raymond and South Bend for their annual La-
bor Day Weekend parade. Dee Dalhke and Duncan 
Johnson are hosting this run again. It’s going to be a 
fun day again this year, so plan to attend. The other 

big event this month is our annual Autumn Rallye, 
which is being laid out as we go to press. This run is 
September 22 and is being planned by Bill Cooper (of 
Coop’s Miata) and Karen Perry. Coop tells me this is 

going to be a hound-and-hare style of 
run, which he loves to plan. Mom and 
I went on one of these hosted by 
Coop about four years ago and really 
enjoyed it. This is a fundraiser for the 
club so cost is $15 per car. We’ve had 
a lot of interest from both the MG Car 
Club and the Fiat Club, so pairing up 
Miatas with other cars will be a unique 
twist to this drive. You can get regular 
updates for this event on our website. 

Coming in October is the Merlot and 
Miatas run to Lake Chelan, which will tie into a boat-
ing event at Lake Chelan. This one is hosted by Paul 
Jaeger and Allan & Cheryl Ohlsen. More details are 
available on the website for this overnight run. You’ll 
probably have already made arrangements to go by 
the time this goes to press. But there still may be 
time, so check with the hosts. 

That’s all for now. Perhaps I’ll be escorted to an event 
one of these days. Maybe my best Christmas ever will 
be the ability to walk on my own again. Enjoy the sun! 

Presented by Club Miata  

Backroads to Bavaria 2012: Sponsored by Club Miata NW, this will be the 13th installment of the largest, 

continuous Miata event in the Pacific Northwest.  It typically attracts over 100 cars during the popular Okto-

Pretty in pink, with black and blue 

http://www.clubmiata.com
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Editor’s Message 

By Tom Mackey 

tom.mackey@gmail.com 

CHIEF OFFICERS 

Operating  Charlotte Fellers 
Executive  Tom Millar 
Communications A.J. McGranaghan 
Financial  Sean McGriff 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

Tom Mackey  Kevin Gilbert 
Frank Shriver  Allan Ohlsen 
Vickie Olsen  Mike Springer 
Bill Bell 

APPOINTED POSITIONS 

Insurance Coordinator Sean McGriff 

Data Coordinator  Mindy Bohnas 
Parade Coordinator  Open 
Sounder Editor  Tom Mackey 

Webmaster    Nathan Allan 
Assistant Webmaster  Mindy Bohnas 

Autocross Representative Dieter Beldi 
Specialty Web Programmer John Young 

Special Graphics  Mike Springer 
 

 

The club operates as a non-profit organization and 

relies primarily on volunteer services. However, spon-

sorship of events, the publication and mailing of the 

newsletter, and operating supplies constitute a finan-

cial burden that must be met by the membership. The 

Sounder is emailed as a PDF unless you opt for 

physical delivery. Make your Miata experience more 

enjoyable and join the club and participate. To keep 

the club meaningful and solvent, we need your sup-

port!  Club membership is available by going to: 

www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/misc/join.php  or by 

sending your name, address, email, and a check for 

$30 (annual chapter dues) or $40 (dues plus 

Sounder delivery) to: 

Puget Sound Miata Club 

C/O Mindy Bohnas 

12775 Deer Crest Dr SW 

Port Orchard, WA 98367 

phone: 360-895-0931 

MEMBERSHIP 

It began innocently enough — I think it was July 1st that 
Marilyn said to me something like “They dropped the price 
again on that house we drove by last year — second time 
in a little over a month.  I probably won’t like it but let’s drive 
by again anyways.” So off we drove and unlike the last 
time, the chain across the drive way was down so we drove 
up — and the house turned out to be quite spectacular. We 
wandered around the yard a little and who should drive up 
but the builder/owner. We recognized each other from an-
other deal the previous fall — that one had fallen through, 
but we knew his craftsmanship was superb. He offered to 
take us through the house, and that little tour convinced us 
that it was worth getting serious. Some negotiations soon 
had our favored agent matching the kickback the builder 
said we could get from his agent, and an offer was put to-
gether.  We worked the counter– and counter-counter of-
fers while enjoying the weather and roads as we “Explored 
Oregon”, and after a short time, our offer was accepted and 
the rest is history. We moved stuff into storage to stage our 
house, priced it right, and sold it the first day it was on the 
market. Inspections were done, things fixed, loans ar-
ranged, and closings set.  If all goes as planned, we will 
move the remaining things to the new house on 9/19, and 
then retrieve the rest of our things from storage over the 
next week or so. It’s been fun, trying, hard, scary, satisfy-
ing, exhausting, and we haven’t felt this alive in a long time! 
Sometimes I think we are nuts for taking on a bigger house, 
on acreage, no less, at our age, but I think Marilyn is right 
when she says it will add ten years to our lives. 

Which brings me to my next point.  We have noticed a re-
surgence in attendance at club runs and activities, and are 
really happy to see that.  We think that all of the social net-
working done over the computers is leaving a void in peo-
ples’ lives. I think people really need up close and personal 
interactions with other people and what better way to do 
that then to attend a Miata club event? We have been hav-
ing a great time this year, and we still have several events 
to do, and one more to host, before the year is done. If you 
haven’t attended an event in some time, I highly recom-
mend you do so — it’s a lot more fun than FaceBook or 
Twitter, and you get some fresh air and even some exer-
cise while renewing that special bond between you, your 
SO, your Miata, and the pavement — and all your friends 
— on the twisty back roads of this beautiful country. 

mailto:tom.mackey@gmail.com
http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/misc/join.php
tel:360-895-0931


8  

Thanks to the following Miata deal-
ers and businesses who provide 
PSMC member discounts(simply 
show your PSMC Card): 
Coop’s Miata of Maple Valley (425) 432-9666 

Doug’s Lynnwood Mazda  (425) 774-3551 

Mazda of Everett (425) 353-3403 

Louie Orrino at South Tacoma Mazda (253) 
722-2888 / Cost plus 20% 

Johnny Schauf at Milam Mazda of Puyallup 
(253) 845-1766 / Cost plus 20% 

University Mazda of Seattle (206) 634-1191 

Miata Top Bob’s, (206) 782-8081 

   

If you would like to contribute an article or you took 

photos of an event you’d like to share, remember 

these guidelines: 

 Send 3-5 of your best photos, not 20-30. 

 Send us your j-pegs since we need to Photoshop 

them anyway. 

 When sending news items, use one space at the 

end of sentences, not two. It saves space in the 

publication. 

 Send all written materials in Arial and as attach-

ments. 

 The deadline is the 15 each month. Please ob-

serve it! 

 Puget Sound Miata Club 

c/o Mindy Bohnas 

12775 Deer Crest Dr. SW 

Port Orchard, WA 98367 


