
   

Location @ Griotôs Garage, Tacoma   

Hosted by PSMC Board       

Itôs time again to mark your calendars to at-
tend the annual Gathering of Miatas. As in 
past years, we have scheduled the cabana 
at Griotôs Garage in Tacoma for our event 
this year.                                                       
If you have never been to Griotôs in Tacoma, 
then you are missing out! Itôs a great place 
to stock up on your car polishing supplies. 
As one of our partners, Griotôs Garage wel-
comes us every year to host our gathering in 
their parking lot. Additionally, they sponsor a 
one-hour tech program where they explain 
the use of the car maintenance supplies they 
sell and why they are such good products. 
Their address is: 3333 S. 38th St, Tacoma. 
You can check out their website 
at www.griotsgarage.com                             
Weôll start off at 10 a.m. with the ñDrive-Inò to 
Griotôs and to give you an hour to spiff up 
your car. Then the Tech Program begins at 
11 a.m. followed by lunch, which will be 
cooked and served by your PSMC Board of 
Directors. Please RSVP so we can have a 

head count for the food order.                 

Following lunch, you can view the Miatas and 
vote for the Peopleôs Choice winners.  

GREAT NORTHWEST GATHERING OF MIATAS  1 

PACIFIC CREST TRAIL SUMMITT DRIVE AND LEGAL STUFF 2 

COOPôS MIATA AD 3 

MIATA FLY-IN, EXPLORE OREGON, THE RENTON ñCLUELESSò DRIVE 4 

AUTUMN MYSTERY TOUR 4 

RUN TO PORT ANGELES AND WHATCOM & SKAGIT CO. ñSELECT TOURSò 5 

OVMC TOPLESS SUN RUN 2019 EVENT AFTERMATCH AND PICTURES 6-8 

PRESIDENTôôS MESSAGE  9-10 

DRIVE TO LUNCH EVENT AFTERMATH AND PICTURES 10-12 

DETAILING DAY PICTURES  13-15 

UPCOMING PARADES, PSMC BOARD, 30TH ANNIVERSARY, & EVENT SCH. 16-18 

VIKING FEST PICTURES, BOARD MEMBERS, & MEMBERS DISC. 19-20 

July/August 2019 

  
T H E  F I R S T  O F F I C I A L  UN I T E D  S T A T E S  M I A T A  C L U B 

 

Inside this issue                          Page    

Please bring something to sit on just like 
you would bring to a picnic! (i.e.: a folding 
chair or blanket). There is a large grassy 
area surrounding the bbq pits for this pur-
pose. 

Directions to Griotôs Garage:                   
Traveling I-5 South: Take Exit 132A (S 
38th St West toward Tacoma Mall) 
At the stoplight, bear right onto S 38th St. 
Go 3/4 of a mile to Griot's Garage on the 
right (white building with red stripes.) Last 
intersection is S Lawrence St. 

Traveling I-5 North: Take Exit 132, take 
second 38th St exit after overpass          
(S 38th St West toward Tacoma Mall) 
Bear right onto S 38th St. Go 3/4 of a   
mile to Griot's Garage on the right                     

Continued on Page 2       

Great Northwest Gathering Of Miatas            

August 10, 2019 @ 10am 
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Hosted by Charlotte Fellers 
Location:  Corner of Auburn 
Way South and 15th St NW in 

Auburn, WA  

Join President Charlotte Fellers 
for this drive that starts in     
Auburn, and as is often the 
case, ends with food. The drive 
begins at the Starbucks on the 
corner of Auburn Way South 
and 15th St NW in Auburn. Ar-
rive by 9 a.m. and take a mi-
nute to get a cup of coffee and 
use facilities before the drive 
meeting at 9:15. We'll head out 
through some back roads to 
Enumclaw and a quick rest 
stop at Mud Mountain Dam be-
fore heading up to the Pacific 
Crest Trail Head. 

You'll see some great views of 
Mt. Rainier and the valley be-
low the trail. Winding roads will 
be your reward on the first part 
of the drive. Don't expect to see 
much snow in the higher eleva-
tions, but bring a jacket be-
cause it may be a little cooler 
on top of the overlook than 
down below. You'll have some 
nice photo ops and some wind-
ing roads to enjoy on this 
drive.  

Once we reach the summit, 
we'll have the chance to stretch 
our legs, walk up to the trail if 
you like, and use the facilities 
before we make a U-Turn and 
head back toward Black Dia-
mond and a lunch stop at the 

iconic Black Diamond Bakery. 
You can head home on your 
own afterward. 

Directions to Starbucks in Au-
burn: 

From 167 North or South, take 
the 15th St North Exit into Au-
burn. Look for the Starbucks 
straight ahead as you drive on 
15th St. It's at the intersection 
of 15th St NW and Auburn Way 
South. You will drive straight 
through 4-5 lights before Au-
burn Way South.                        

Continued from Page 1:     

(white building with red stripes.) 
Last intersection is S Lawrence 
St.                                       
From Gig Harbor: On HWY 16, 
take exit for Union Ave. 
Turn right onto S Union Ave. 
Turn left onto S 38th St., then 
another left onto S Lawrence 
St. Griot's Garage is on the left 
(white building with red stripes.) 
Lot entrance is behind the 
building.     The Chapter assumes no liability 

for any information contained here-

in; or injury or damage resulting 

from the use of this information. 

The ideas, opinions, maintenance 

or modification tips expressed are 

to be used at the readerôs discre-

tion. Individual contributors and/or 

the editors express no approval, 

Legal Stuff 

Pacific Crest Trail Summit Drive 
July 7, 2019 @ 9am 
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Bothell, WA  
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Hosted by Ingvar Carlson                     
Starting Point:  Lynnwood @ 8am or      
Monroe @ 9am         
 
Join us for a fun Miata drive starting at     
either Lynnwood or Monroe and ending in 
Concrete, WA, where our cars will be 
guests on display at the Antique Airplane 
Fly-In. 
 
Additional details of where the meeting 
place is are forthcoming. We will be leaving 
at 8:00 AM from Lynnwood and 9:00 AM 
from Monroe. 

We will take fun roads up to Concrete and 
park as a group on the tarmac or grass ar-
ea.  At the Concrete airport, a space has 
been prepared for our Miatas around 1 pm. 
At the Fly-In will be food vendors and many 
antique planes on display as well as our 
cars.  

Please RSVP for this event, and if you have 
CB or handhelds bring them.  

Any questions, please contact              
Ingvar Carlson   (206) 434-9482  

Hosted by Willamette Valley Miata Club  

Location:  Salem, Oregon                         

This is an annual event hosted by our 
friends at the Willamette Valley Miata Club 
and it's always well-organized with a lot of 
fun events to enjoy.                                    

Below is the link for additional information:                                     

http://www.oregonmx5.com/  

Hosted by Sean and Pam McGriff          
Time:  10:37am                                        

Location:  The Landing in Renton, WA 

We'll meet behind the Top Pot doughnut 
shop at The Landing in Renton, at 10:37am 
sharp. ( give or take a few minutes ). 

Then we will head out and drive around the 
south end of Lake Washington. Hopefully 
our hosts will know the way, but if not, it will 
still be a fun drive! 

After a two hour drive, we'll end where we 
began. There is a Jimmy-John's, Mucho 
Burrito, 5-Guys Burgers, The Rock - Wood-
fired Pizza, and other food venues. 

Hosted by Dee Dalhke and Duncan      
Johnson                                                    
Time:  9:30am                                          

Location: Puyallup/Graham Area 

This will be a Sunday drive, rain or shine, of 
about 75 miles.  We'll kick off with a morn-
ing start from somewhere in the Puyallup/
Graham area (TBA) and drive a loop of little
-used back roads, finishing for lunch at a 
mystery location most members have not 
visited as yet.                                              

This will be a pizza-sandwich type 
lunch.  The finish will be close to civilization 
so everyone has an easy run home.  

Miata Fly-In            
July 13, 2019 

The Renton ñCluelessò Drive  
August 17, 2019 

Explore Oregon                      
July 18-21, 2019 

Autumn Mystery Tour 
October 20, 2019 
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Host:  Bill Bell      arbill@hotmail.com     
Breakfast (Optional) @ 8:30a.m.               

Driverôs Meeting @ 9:30am 

Join Bill Bell for a drive to Port Angeles and 
the Olympic Peninsula.  We'll meet at the 
General Store in Port Gamble, WA for 
breakfast (Optional) at 8:30 a.m., followed 
by the driver's meeting at 9:30 a.m. in front 
of the store. The drive begins at 9:45a.m. 
and we'll travel some twisty roads to our  
ultimate destination of Lake Crescent 
Lodge for lunch.  On the way to the Lodge, 
we will be stopping off at the Port Angeles 
Spit and the Salt Creek Recreation Area 
west of Port Angeles with three restroom 
stops along the way before the ultimate 
destination of the Lake Crescent Lodge.  
Salt Creek Recreation Area has a WWII 
bunker we will be exploring.     

Please bring warm clothing, sunglasses, 
etc. as we will be on the Spit and a camera 
to take pictures of the beautiful areas of the 
Olympic Peninsula and maybe Vancouver 
Island.  We will be at sea level, above the 
water, and in the mountains during the 
drive.   

Lake Crescent Lodge Dining Room is locat-
ed on the beautiful Lake Crescent and of-
fers lunch in a casual atmosphere where 
youôll enjoy creative Pacific Northwest fare.  

The drive with rest stops will take around 
3.0 to 3.5 hours depending the amount of 
time at each stop.  You might want to bring 
a light snack for the road.  We will see you 
there!                                                            
                                                               
Meet at: General Store, Port Gamble, WA 
Ends at:  Lake Crescent Lodge, Olympic 
National Park, Lake Crescent, WA 

Host: Tom Millar                                     
Time:  10a.m.                                              
Location: Holiday Gas Station & Market, 

887 Nevitt Road, Burlington, WA 

This drive will cover select scenic routes in 
both Whatcom and Skagit Counties and will 
take us down Highway 20, towards Ana-
cortes, for a short distance.  From this point 
forward, our fun begins.  After visiting the 
iconic locations of Bow and Edison, we will 
begin the spectacular Chuckanut Drive, 
with all its splendid views and twisty-
turns.  This route is well noted in the travel 
magazines and is considered a ñmust seeò 
in Washington State.   

From this point we will navigate 
around  Bellingham, passing Lake Padden, 
while proceeding to the Whatcom Lake 
Shore Drive.  Lake Whatcom is truly a 
beautiful lake and this route affords the op-
portunity to enjoy qualities of this lake view 
drive.   

After a short break at Sudden Valley, we 
will continue our journey, passing several 
small lakes before coming to the thriving 
metropolis of Algers. From here we will 
make our way to Bow where we will stop 
and enjoy lunch.   

We will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 7th, at the Holiday Gas Station 
& Market. Located on Highway 20, right off 
I-5 at exit 230 on the left a short distance 
up the road.  

Following a quick driverôs meeting, we will 
begin our tour. Point of contact for the tour 
is Tom Millar at 425-623-8181. 

Run to Port Angeles  
July 20, 2019 

Whatcom and Skagit Counties 
Select Tour  

September 7, 2019 

mailto:tmillar100451@gmail.com
http://www.pugetsoundmiataclub.org/tmillar100451@gmail.com.
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OVMC Topless Sun Run 2019                                    

Event Aftermath 

By Dee & Duncan  (in her 2016 white ñRoad Dancerò)          

We represented Puget Sound Miata Club (PSMC) at the Topless Sun Run in     

Kelowna, B.C., over USA Memorial Day weekend.  It was a huge event (about 90

-100 Miatas) with the friendly Okanagan Valley Miata Club. Here now the 

newsé                                                        

We stretched the drive north into 2 days and were accompanied by Elicia Tam-

burine in her red RF. From a meetup at Woodinville on Thursday we zoomed back 

roads to Duvall and Ben Howard Road (a super twisty favorite) to Sultan. Then 

over Stevens Pass (US2) to lunch in Leavenworth. We opted for US 97 along the 

east side of the Columbia River because we like the scenery on that route, espe-

cially the waterfront park in Pateros, a pleasant sleepy town for a pit stop. The 

dayôs run ended in Omak, with dinner at The Breadline, upscale menu in an at-

mospheric old soda pop factory, a ñmust doò if you donôt mind ruining your pow-

er-to-weight ratio at their fresh-baked Bread Bar.                                                   

Friday we got off the main route at Tonasket for some memorable blue highways 

(follow this on your map) northeast through the village of Havillah, past the Sitz-

mark Ski Area, and northwest to visit the ghost town of Molson, made up of fur-

nished old buildings and equipment left when the gold mines played-out in the 

early 1900s. Dark threatening skies at mid-day made it even more ghostly. We 

were in and out of rain squalls all weekend.                                                       

Lunch at Oroville then west past Nighthawk. This is open range and we got to 

practice our autocross racing skills dodging cattle wandering in the roads as well 

as their droppings, which gave a whole new meaning to ñtraffic cones.ò At the 

border the customs officer wanted to know why we were crossing at his little-

visited outpost and we confessed our sports cars liked the scenic winding roads in 

the area. That got a knowing smile.                                                                        

Up toward Keremeos we diagonaled northeast on route 3A and deviated onto 

Green Mountain Road, a narrow and technical hillclimb course which would 

make a great World Rally speed stage. It took us up Apex Mountain and down in-

to Penticton. Finally a highway run to bustling Kelowna and the host hotel (Coast 

Capri, very nice and accommodating.) The Miata reserved parking area was fill-

ing fast with a virtual car show so we joined the queue at the car washing stations, 

and pretty quick had our roadster show-ready. We set off to find gasoline (to be 

ready for the Saturday road runs) and discovered that Chevron in Canada sells 

(get this) 94-pump-octane super premium without ethanol!  
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OVMC Topless Sun Run 2019                                    

Event Aftermath 

Our Miata didnôt need it, but old muscle cars would appreciate the luxury.  The 

first nightôs meet-n-greet was supposed to be a poolside cookout, but a rain squall 

drove us indoors and the hotel staff adjusted quickly. You want mega-

hamburgers? In Canada they are hockey puck size of course!   

More rain happened overnight and in the morning we found the cars splattered 

with mud and tree fallout from the pelting so another wash session ensued, the 

better to prepare us to drive through more showers. You had your choice of two 

85-mile runs to Saturday lunch, up either the east or west side of Okanagan Lake 

to OôKeefe Ranch, an historic site north of Vernon. After lunch there (and the run 

groups were staggered so no clogs at the feeding frenzy) youôd return on the op-

posite side. We opted to go up the east side because it looked more complex, and 

was it ever! The roads and turns and intersections would do justice to a time-

speed-distance rally from the 1960s, just minus the required speeds and check-

points. The residents who lined our route were amused and there were enthusias-

tic waving children everywhere. Sports motoring at its finest! We must report that 

the driving directions were the absolute best we have encountered on any clubôs 

run in decades. They were totally bulletproof and had been well checked by pre-

runners, so they reflected what weôd actually see along the course, not some theo-

retical foolishness from a remote Google Maps database. A couple of times some 

leading Miatas lacking situational awareness wandered off the route and we found 

ourselves heading up part of the pack! At least until we caught up to somebody 

and things sorted themselves out. After lunch we returned on the West Side route 

at leisure in a small group of Miatas. Then the nature thrill of the day: We came 

upon three Bighorn Sheep in the road, an adult and two youngsters. Never had 

seen them in the wild before. Perhaps the leader was making a ñewe turn?ò Back 

at the hotel the evening was consumed with wining-n-dining, raffles, draw prizes, 

socializing and dance music.                                                                                  

Sunday we packed up and had a direct run to Leavenworth which was to be our 

midway overnight stop. We arrived at the Enzian Inn and who should be working 

the reception desk but long-ago Miata friend John Hewitt! Heôs retired to Leaven-

worth and still has his creampuff NA. On Monday we opted to avoid the freeway 

slog so after exercising the NDôs much improved passing power through Stevens 

Pass whale migrations (packs of plodding RVs) we took secondary roads to Du-

vall, Carnation, Issaquah, Enumclaw and down to The Baja where we live. On top 

of all that ñRoad Dancerò averaged 34.8 mpg for the trip.                                     

Itôs not about the destination, itôs about the journey. Zoom-zoom! 
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Pictures 
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Summer is my second-favorite time of year 
in the Pacific Northwest, with temperatures 
more moderate than just about anywhere 
else in the country, and with much less rain 
than we have in the spring, itôs a great time 
to get those Miatas out of the garage and 
drive. 

We have quite a few events on the calen-
dar this summer, and I hope everyone can 
attend at least one of them. First up is pa-
rade season, which coincides with the Sea-
fair celebration in August. Many parades 
take place in the summer, and we as a club 
try and participate in some of them. The 
Kingston 4th of July parade happens to be 
the first July parade, followed at the end of 
the month by the Silverdale Whaling Days 
Parade. Many thanks to Bill Hughes, who 
organizes ñparadersò and drives in most pa-
rades that we participate in. John can al-
ways use another car or two on the drive 
down the parade routes, so if you are so 
inclined, check out the website for addition-
al details. 

Iôll be hosting a Drive to the Pacific Crest 
Trail Head on July 7 for those in town over 
the Independence Day weekend. The drive 
will begin in Auburn at Starbucks on 15th St 
and Auburn Way South. Weôll drive some of 
my favorite winding roads to Enumclaw be-
fore making the run to the Pacific Crest 
Trail Head. I hope youôll have the chance to 
join in on this drive. Iôll provide some light 
snacks for your drive, as we will not be ar-
riving at our lunch destination, the Black Di-
amond Bakery, for a few hours. 

Another popular drive this July will be the 
Miata Fly-In, hosted by Ingvar Carlson. This 
drive combines two of most of our favorite 

thingsðMiatas and antique airplanes. The 
event ends in Concrete, where the antique 
aircraft are parked for the day. You can 
contact Ingvar at the website for more infor-
mation. 

Bill Bell is hosting what looks to be a won-
derful exploration of parts of the Olympic 
Peninsula in July. It will end at the historic 
Lake Crescent Lodge for lunch and ex-
plores a couple of interesting places along 
the way between Port Angeles and the 
lake. This is a new drive on the calendar, 
so I hope you can support Billôs efforts to 
create an interesting outing. 

I know many of you will be attending the 
Explore Oregon event again this year, 
which is sponsored by the Willamette Val-
ley Miata Club in the Portland area. This 
yearôs event will converge on the Oregon 
state capital city of Salem. This is always a 
fun and popular event that brings Miata 
fans from three states. Iôve been fortunate 
to attend this event in the past and had a 
terrific time. Iôm sure you will too if you ven-
ture south for a weekend of fun drives and 
beautiful scenery.                                          

I do want to give a shout-out to Karen 
Cooper, who has steadfastly worked to put 
together the upcoming 30th Anniversary 
Party to celebrate not only the Miata, but 
also, the birthday of the PSMC. Weôve 
booked a great venue at the Cedarbrook 
Lodge and selected a superior dinner buffet 
that promises to have something for every 
palate. There will be a lot of fun things to do 
and remember about our club at this premi-
ere event, so I hope youôll book tickets and 
plan to attend.   

Continued on Page 10 

Presidentôs Message  
By Charlotte Fellers 
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The Edge Of Wetness                             

by Ross Scott  

My favorite kind of weather for a top-down 
drive arrived on the morning of June 8th, 
just in time for my 5th annual Drive To 
Lunch drive from Monroe to Oso. It had 
rained the night before and the high spots 
were dry as my lovely assistant, Nancy, 
and I set off for the meet-up in Monroe.  

The hope to be the first to arrive at the spot 
evaporated, as five Mazdas were already 
there, waiting. Note to self. Leave earlier. 
After a brief driverôs meeting, eleven cars 
and nineteen people, including as caboose 
a white Mustang Cobra with blue racing 
stripes, Headed North, encountering damp 
pavement and slight mists all the way to 
Granite Falls, keeping temperatures to a 
very cool number. Nutrients from supplied 
ñsaddle-bags,ò and two rest stops enabled 
the group to endure the two hour 52 mile 
journey to Rhodes River Ranch in Oso for a 
nice lunch with floor to ceiling windows 
looking down on a horse arena where hors-
es are trained and competitions, including 
jousting, take place at other times. This 
year there were several horses working out, 
making for an entertaining hour. 
                                                                    
If this sounds interesting, visiting a horse 
arena for lunch, via mellow country back- 
roads, sign up for my Leaves To Lunch 
drive October 26th. This will have the same 
start and finish locations via parallel back-
roads. 

Keep on Zooming!                                        
Ross 

 

Continued from Page  9                       

You should receive an invitation in your 
mailbox very soon. 

Have you ever attended The Gathering? Itôs 
coming up August 10 and is the second of 
two board-sponsored events this year. 
Bring you shiny clean car and enter it in the 
Show N Shine to win a trophy (a peopleôs 
choice vote), and grab some lunch plus a 
chance to win a gift card. This event is free 
to members and is one day when you can 
come and enjoy the company of other Mi-
ata owners and talk cars, vacations, and 
fun trips you have planned.                             

The event is held at Griotôs Garage in Taco-
ma, where you can take advantage of the 
opportunity to learn more about their excel-
lent car care products and purchase some 
if you need them. We use these products 
each year at Detailinô Day and have found 
them to be high quality to bring out the 
shine of the Miata! 

Hope to see you at an event soon! 

 

 

Drive To Lunch 
Event Aftermath 

Presidentôs         
Message 

Leaves to Lunch Drive 
October 26, 2019 @ 9:00am  
Hosted By Ross Scott 
Meet @ Monroe Chevron 

514 E Main St 
Monroe, WA 98272 
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Drive To Lunch Pictures 


